MINOS.
H, HBPI NOMOT.
THIS dialogue takes its name, (as also does the Hip-parchus,) not from either of the persons introduced in it, but from the Cretan Minos, whose character and laws are mentioned pretty much at large. Socrates, and another Athenian nearly of the same age (who is not named), are considering the nature of laws in it;
NOTES  ON  THE  G1VEEK TEXT.
Plat. Op. Serrani, Yol. 2. p. 313.
P. 315. Human sacrifice, and particularly of their children, to Saturn was in use among the Carthaginians: the sacrifices of the Lycians and of the descendants of Athamas, though people of Greek origin, were barbarous ; the ancient Attick custom is mentioned of sacrificing victims near the bodies of dead persons, before they were carried out to burial, and hiring Eyxi/rpicrTptcu, (Schol. ad Arist. Yosp. v. 288.) and the still more ancient one of interring them in the houses where they died: botli long since disused,
318. E/c K/OT?T^S.] Y. Herodot. and Plut. in Lycurgo, and Strabo. L. 10. p. 477.
Ib. AvKovpyov.] The time of this dialogue is no where marked: but we see from p. 321 that Socrates was now advanced in years ; supposing him then to be only sixty, it is three hundred and sixty-seven years from the first Olympiad of Coroebns ; but most criticks agree that Lycurgus lived one